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SAN FRANCISCO —
Same-sex couples who raise
children are lawful parents,
and just like heterosexual cou
ples, they must provide for
their children if they break up,
the California Supreme Court
ruled yesterday.

The justices ruled that cus
tody and child-support laws
that hold absent fathers ac
countable also apply to es
tranged gay and lesbian cou
ples who used reproductive
science to conceive.

Being a legalparent "brings
with it die benefits as well as
the responsibilities," Justice
Joyce Kennard said.

The court's ruling, involv-
-ing three separate cases, is the
latest to recognize rights of
same-sex couples.

The court granted a Marin
Coimty woman the right to be

the second mother of twins af
ter the birth mother moved out
of state. It ruled that a lesbian
woman cannot avoid paying
child support for her former
partner's biological children.

It also decided that another
woman couldnot go to court to
terminate the parental rights
of her former lover years after
obtaining a court order stipu
lating that both were parents.

"TTie court is now protect
ing the children of same-sex
parents in gay families in the
same way children are protect
ed with heterosexual couples
in heterosexual families," said
JillHersh, who argued the uni
dentified Marin Coimty wom
an's case.

The court ruled three years
ago that men who establish
themselves as parental figures
niay become legal fathers even
if they did not help conceive
the child.

"These legal principles ap
ply with equal force in this
case," Kennard wrote in the
case ordering a lesbian woman
to support her former lover's
twins.


